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" Mien mori que change ma foi" (" Better to die than
change my faith ").

Under this heading should belong all medals (and
similar memorials) on the death of those who have under-
gone martyrdom for their religious,57 patriotic, political,
or social opinions. We may instance the medals on the
death of John Huss in 1415, of French Huguenots in
1572 and 1685, of Archbishop Afire at Paris in 1848,
of John van Olden Barneveldt (political) in 1619,
and of the brothers De Witt (political) in 1672. For
convenience, however, medals commemorating political
executions like that of Barneveldt, and political murders
like that of the De Witts, whether there be an element
of martyrdom about them or not, have been included
under Heading V.

Strictly speaking, all medals and similar memorials
connected with patriotism may likewise be admitted
here, including those commemorating individuals who
have risked or lost their lives in fighting for or defending
the real or fancied interests of their country. It is
remarkable how few numismatic memorials there are of
the great patriotic heroes of G-reek and Eoman history
and legend, though patriotism in ancient Greece and
Borne was probably considered the highest of all virtues.

57 In regard to devices which have been supposed to relate to martyr-
dom, a curious instance of mediaeval misinterpretation of an antique
gem-type may be mentioned. An antique engraved gem in the British
Museum, which King describes as representing the Muse Thalia, seated,
contemplating a comic mask, with a young faun balancing himself on
a pedestal before her, was apparently in mediaeval times supposed to
represent Herodias gloating over the severed head of St. John the
Baptist, whilst her daughter Salome practised her steps. The mediaeval
silver setting of this antique gem bears the inscription, IE SVI SEL
DE AMVR LEL (I am the seal of loyal love). (See C W. King, Hand-
book of Engraved Gems, second edition, 1885, PI. sxxv. No. 1.)